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Hans Holbein the Younger 
was a German artist and 
printmaker who worked in a 
Northern Renaissance style. 
He is best known for his 
numerous portraits and his 
woodcut series of the Dance 
of Death, and is widely 
considered one of the finest 
portraitist of the Early 
Modern Period. 
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Holbein was born in Augsburg 
and learned how to paint from 
his father Hans Holbein the 
Elder. 

In 1515 he and his brother 
Ambrosius Holbein went to 
Basel, where they designed 
prints, murals and stained 
glass. 

During this period, Holbein 
drew a famous series of pen 
and ink illustrations in the 
margins of a book owned by 
his schoolmaster, The Praise of 
Folly, by the Dutch humanist 
Erasmus.
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In 1517 Holbein went to 
Lucerne, where he and his 
father painted murals for 
the mansion of the city's 
mayor; he was also 
charged with taking part in 
a knife fight.

In 1519 he returned to 
Basel where he ran a busy 
workshop. The Reformation 
made it difficult for Holbein 
to support himself as an 
artist in Basel, Switzerland, 
and he traveled to London 
in 1526.
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Holbein painted many 

portraits at the court of 

Henry VIII. While there he 

designed state robes for the 

king. He also designed 

many of the extravagant 

monuments and decorations 

for the coronation of Henry's 

second wife, Anne Boleyn, 

in the summer of 1533.
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Several drawings said to be 

of Anne Boleyn are 

attributed to Holbein. The 

finished portrait Holbein 

painted of Anne Boleyn was 

destroyed after she was 

beheaded on May 19th, 

1536 on false charges of 

treason, adultery, incest and 

witchcraft.
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Hans Holbein painted Henryós 
third wife, Jane Seymour. He 
also painted Jane ós sister, 
Elizabeth Seymour, who 
married the son of Cromwell. 
This portrait was incorrectly 
identified as Henry ó s fifth 
wife, queen Catherine 
Howard, when it was 
discovered in the Victorian 
era. 


