
Martin Luther 

(November 10, 1483–

February 18, 1546) 

was a German monk 

theologian, university 

professor and church 

reformer whose ideas 

inspired the 

Protestant 

Reformation and 

changed the course 

of Western 

civilization.

Martin Luther



His translation of the Bible 
into the vernacular, 
making it more accessible 
to ordinary people, had a 
tremendous political 
impact on the church and 
on German culture. It 
furthered the development 
of a standard version of 
the German language, 
added several principles to 
the art of translation, and 
influenced the translation 
of the England King James 
Bible. His hymns inspired 
the development of 
congregational singing 
within Christianity. His 
marriage to Katharina von 
Bora set a model for the 
practice of clerical 
marriage within 
Protestantism



Augsburg Confession 

Charles V, the Holy 
Roman Emperor, 
convened an Imperial 
Diet in Augsburg in 
1530 with the goal of 
uniting the empire 
against the Ottoman 
Turks, who had 
besieged Wien the 
previous autumn.



To achieve unity, Charles required a resolution of the religious 
controversies in his realm. Luther, still under the Imperial Ban, 
was left behind at the Coburg fortress while his elector and 
colleagues from Wittenberg attended the diet. The Augsburg 
Confession, a summary of the Lutheran faith authored by Philipp 
Melanchthon but influenced by Luther, was read aloud to the 
Emperor. It was the first Lutheran confession included in the 
Book of Concord of 1580, and is regarded as the principal 
confession of the Lutheran Church.


